KS2 Writing overview
	Kingfisher
(Y3 & 4)
	Autumn term 1
	Autumn term 2
	Spring term 1
	Spring term 2
	Summer term 1
	Summer term 2

	Unit 1
	Text: Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura 
Genre: Narrative – portal story 
Text features: Expanded noun phrases with alliteration (I licked my lips at the thought of the succulent steaks, the crispy, chunky chops and the fresh, flavoursome fish). Repetition that intensifies – lost, utterly lost 
Onomatopoeia - Crackle! Hiss! Pop!  
Grammar features: Word families – solve, solution, dissolve, Subordinating conjunctions (when I awoke,) , Paragraphs, Speech 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write Stone Age Boy (Class text) 
* Use the start of Alice in Wonderland as the stimulus for the story (stop when the rabbit appears) 
	Text: The first painting 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Similes - It’s like a fur-covered mountain with eyes that look into yours. 
Grammar features: Speech 2 days – (speech marks and new line new speaker), Fronted adverbials with commas, 
Question marks, Commas in a list 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: My first …
	Text: Origami boat 
(My Strong Mind by Niels Van Hove) Use the rocking boats model. 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Rhetorical question X 3 
Grammar features: Colon before a list, 
Imperatives, Time adverbials, 
Prepositions 
Length: 2 weeks
Child’s version: How to make a resilient Roman road 
(Make a Roman road so you can see cross section of it – pebbles, sand, plaster) 
* Make boat as hook 
Add time adverbials to model text – first, next,  finally etc 

	Text: Flood
Genre: narrative – disaster story
Text features: Repetition that intensifies - The crow looked. The crow watched. The crow stared. Personification - The storm wrenched the trees from their roots, punched holes in the roof and kicked the walls to smithereens. 
Grammar features: fronted adverbials with commas, subordinating conjunctions – as, whilst, because, noun phrases with prepositional phrases - it saw a house – blue roof, white timber and surrounded by flowers. Use these to add to a bobble-hatted boy, a screaming girl and an excited dog. 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: other disaster story – fire, tornado,  
	Text: The legend of the Indian paintbrush 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Paragraphs, sentence construction - He used the brightest flowers, the reddest berries and the deepest purples from the rocks yet still his paintings never satisfied him. 
Formal announcement language (shall) “My son, these are the tools by which you shall become great among your people. You will paint pictures of the deeds of the warriors and the visions of the shaman, and the people shall see them and remember them forever.” 
Grammar features: fronted adverbials with commas, speech, pronouns 
Coordinating conjunctions 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Flip the story. He grows up in a tribe of artists, but he is a warrior.
	Text: The whale 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Power of 3 – single word sentences for strong impact, relief, devastation, confusion. Alliteration with adjectives - Curious and captivated, mesmerised and mystified, she scrutinised the horizon. metaphor – The sky was battered and bruised. The moon was the glowing halo of an angel. 
Grammar features: Determiners a/an, exclamations – How strange! 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: The children are going to find an alien, they build a rocket, go to space, disaster strikes, alien rescues them and return home heroes. 

	Unit 2
	Text: Skara Brae by Dawn Finch 
Holiday brochure, Initial one is Cheddar Gorge) 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation 
Rhetorical questions 
Word choices – exaggerated language – perfect day … 
Grammar features: Apostrophe for possession (singular possession) 
Apostrophe for contractions 
Imperatives to persuade (look at subheadings and bring the breath-taking, cheddar man for examples) 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Skara Brae by Dawn Finch 
	Text: Skeletons and Muscles by Ben Hoare  
Genre: Non-chronological report 
Text features: Talk like a scientist – pick out the expert sentences, Glossary, Caption for picture, Sounding like an expert -  Sentence construction - In fact, there are over 200 bones in the human body! Long ones, small ones, light ones and one that isn’t connected to any other! (can be made up There are 200 fairies in the world … 
Grammar features: Adverbs 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Non-chronological report about a magical creature or superhero 
* ADD CAPTION TO PICTURE 
	Text: Float by Daniel Miyares 
Genre: narrative
Text features: Repetition X 3 - crease by crease. Fold by fold. Turn by turn. Metaphors - It trapped the boy and refused to let him move. Relentless rods of rain fell for what seemed like hours. In the puddle, roofs rippled, windows wobbled and trees trailed. Similes – His dandelion-yellow coat was as bright as the moon. Ambitious vocabulary – dandelion -yellow coat 
Grammar features: Exclamation sentence – What !, determiner - a/an 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Making a kite – take it on an adventure, it could get stuck, blow away, taken by a bird, crash. 
* Change rooves to roofs in text 
	Text: The Stroddle 
Genre: n
Text features: Alliteration, puns, rhetorical questions, quotes, rhyming – stronger for longer, statistics – 100% recyclable
Grammar features: w
Length: 2 weeks
Child’s version: Write alternative to water bottles 
	Text: The Journal of Iliona - A Young Slave by Richard Platt 
Genre: Non-fiction – Diary 
(Use 2nd entry) 
Text features: Sentence starters - Entering the arena were the two gladiators. Dressed in a heavy helmet, (ing and then ed) (2 -lessons 1 for each). Inner thoughts - That seemed really unfair and unethical. However, I knew from my mistress that this battle was the gladiator’s chance for freedom. The risk was worth it. Short sentences for impact -  
Grammar features: adverbs, subordinating conjunctions, present perfect – not in text but needs to be taught – he is the bravest soldier I have ever taught. 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: A diary entry by the winning gladiator (telling the same thing but from the gladiator’s point of view) 
	Text: The biography of Nikola Tesla 
Genre: non-fiction, biography
Text features: repetition x 3 for emphasis – puzzled and toiled, puzzled and toiled, puzzled and toiled. subheadings, short sentences for impact 
Grammar features: Apostrophe for possession (singular possession). Apostrophe for possession (plural possession) – this is not in the text but needs to be taught here.
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: write a biography of a fiction character – it is not about accurate detail but about writing accurately. 

	Unit 3 (if required)
	
	
	
	
	
	Text: The boy who couldn’t see 
Genre: poetry
Text features: metaphor, rhyme, senses, similes 
Grammar features: n/a recite original poem
Length: 1 week
Child’s version: The boy who couldn’t see using different colours (see model)




	Robins
(Y5 & 6)
	Autumn term 1
	Autumn term 2
	Spring term 1
	Spring term 2
	Summer term 1
	Summer term 2

	Unit 1
	Text: Gorilla by Antony Browne
Genre: narrative
Text features: repetition for effect, alliteration and Onomatopoeia
Grammar features: relative clauses, adverbial phrases, dialogue (min 2 days)
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write for a different audience with a general retell.
	Text: Letter to Mr Scrooge 
Genre: non-fiction  
Persuasive letter 
Text features: research/statistic (can be made up) 
rhetorical question 
metaphor/simile x 3 
The power of 3 (things are in groups of3) 
Grammar features: complex sentence (start the sentence with when, if), Use of commas (to clarify meaning avoid ambiguity) 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write to Mrs Philpott asking for a Christmas party 
	Text: Origins of Species 
Genre: non-chronological report
Text features: rhetorical questions x 3, direct address, scientific terminology 
Grammar features: parenthesis with commas, relative clause, preposition – precise verbs, passive, relative clauses 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write Non-chronological report on what is evolution? 
	Text: Plastic pollution
Genre: speech
Text features: alliteration 
Slogans, place adverbial/ UK statistic, short sentences for impact 
Grammar features: modal verbs (2 lessons), semi-colons (2 lessons), hyphens (revisit) 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Plastic Ocean display, choose an environmental project – flooding, recycling, water waste, electric cars and write their own speech.
	Text: The Christmas truce. War games by David Foreman (book and film clip) or Sainsburys Christmas advent)
Genre: narrative – 1st person 
Text features: Setting description – metaphors, change of mood/atmosphere - show not tell.
Grammar features: linking ideas within and across paragraphs, formal and informal speech, dialogue, opening sentences in different ways – fronted adverbials, adverbs, subordinate clause. 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write a 1st person account by Jenkins 
	Text: Rose Blanche 
Genre: Narrative – contrasting setting 
Text features: Positive and negative adjectives, vocabulary choices – create impact for reader, flashbacks, short sentences for impact, repetition 
Grammar features: Revisit any grammar that they are unsure of or not using fluently 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write as living in London happy, blitz planes come now living in shelters, rationing, tape on windows, invited to be evacuated …

	Unit 2
	Text: Detailed Timeline on Ancient Greece by Ben Hubbard 
Genre: Non-fiction timeline 
Text features: Colons to introduce a list & bullet point, metaphor & precise verbs (including hyphenating words) 
Grammar features: brackets, passive voice
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: detailed timeline on Ancient Greece  
	Text: The Snowman by Raymond Briggs 
Genre: Narrative
Text features: Setting description – adjectives, positive description, similes 
Show not tell, Power of 3 – adjectives, similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration 
Grammar features:  - 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write the story of the snowman
	Text: The journey by Aaron Becker
Genre: Narrative
Text features: metaphors x 3, opening sentence with an adverb x 3 
Grammar features: dash, semicolon in a list, speech   
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write about moving house – start with small place, new start with dream home. Rewrite as negative to positive 
	Text: Hansel & Gretel 
Genre: Narrative
Text features: revisit using power of 3 and repetition, alliteration, personification, similes, metaphors  
Grammar features: dashes for parenthesis, ellipsis, speech, semi-colons in a list, semi-colons to separate clauses, recap, modal verbs (if want) 
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write own narrative about finding a secret place and there is something bad there, but they are lured there. Dragon in a cave, forest with goblins, pirates on a ship, princess in a castle 
	Text: The highway man 
Genre: poetry
Text features: rhyming couplets with a line of repetition, description – powerful verbs, adverbs, ambitious vocabulary  
Grammar features:  start every line with a capital letter 
Length: 2 weeks
Child’s version: rewrite as a pirate/witch. A bad character meets the love of their life. 
* Hook – watch with no sound and children tell what is happening. Then listen. 
	Text: Letters from a lighthouse 
Genre: Jewish child recount  
Text features: Cohesive devises - variety of sentence openers  
Grammar features: Colons to mark the boundary between clauses, revisit any gaps.
Length: 3 weeks
Child’s version: Write Letters from a lighthouse as class reader, an English child recount from their point of view. 

	Unit 3 (if required)
	
	
	
	
	
	Text: Hope-a-potamus 
Genre: poetry
Text features: Rhyming couplets, capital letters at the start of each sentence, made up words to associate for effect) 
Grammar features: revisit gaps 
Length: 1-2 weeks
Child’s version: work in groups to create parts of the poem – advice and then places it goes





